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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus for connecting multi-lumen conduits may
include a conduit adapter and a conduit collar. The conduit
adapter may include a housing, a bayonet connector, and a
support member connecting the housing and the bayonet
connector. The support member has an aperture that permits
fluid communication through the support member. One end of
the conduit collar is sized for insertion into the housing, and
asecond end is adapted to receive a first multi-lumen conduit.
The housing also is adapted to receive a second multi-lumen
conduit. The bayonet connector engages a primary lumen of
the first multi-lumen conduit and the second multi-lumen
conduit such that the primary lumen of the second multi-
lumen conduit fluidly communicates with the primary lumen
of'the first multi-lumen conduit. The conduit adapter and the
conduit collar are capable of 360 degree rotation relative to
each other about a common axis.
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1
INLINE SWIVEL CONNECTION FOR
MULTI-LUMEN TUBING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/789,719, filed 24 Apr. 2007 now U.S. Pat. No.
8,002,313, entitled, “Inline Swivel Connection For Multi-
Lumen Tubing,” which claims the benefit of and priority to
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/794,724 filed Apr. 25,
2006. All of these applications are hereby incorporated by
reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates generally to methods and devices for
conducting fluids and gases within a reduced pressure treat-
ment system. The invention relates more specifically to an
inline connector for multi-lumen tubing that allows free rota-
tion of one end of the tubing with respect to the other end of
the tubing.

2. Description of Related Art

General Background of Tissue Treatment

Various therapies have been developed over time to facili-
tate the process of tissue growth and healing. Wound closure
is one application of tissue growth and healing. Wound clo-
sure generally involves the inward migration of epithelial and
subcutaneous tissue adjacent the wound. This migration is
ordinarily assisted by the inflammatory process, whereby
blood flow is increased and various functional cell types are
activated. As a result of the inflammatory process, blood flow
through damaged or broken vessels is stopped by capillary
level occlusion, whereafter cleanup and rebuilding operations
may begin. Unfortunately, this process is hampered when a
wound is large or has become infected. In such wounds, a
zone of stasis (i.e. an area in which localized swelling of
tissue restricts the flow of blood to the tissues) forms near the
surface of the wound.

Without sufficient blood flow, the epithelial and subcuta-
neous tissues surrounding the wound not only receive dimin-
ished oxygen and nutrients, but are also less able to success-
fully fight bacterial infection and, thus, less able to naturally
close the wound and heal the tissue. Additionally, some
wounds harden and inflame to such a degree that closure by
stapling or suturing is not feasible. Examples of wounds not
readily treatable with staples or suturing include large, deep,
open wounds; decubitus ulcers; ulcers resulting from chronic
osteomyelitis; and partial thickness burns that subsequently
develop into full thickness burns.

As a result of the shortcomings of mechanical wound clo-
sure devices, methods and apparatuses for draining wounds
by applying continuous and/or periodic reduced pressures
have been developed. When applied over a sufficient area of
the wound, such reduced pressures have been found to pro-
mote the migration of epithelial and subcutaneous tissues
toward the wound. In practice, the application of reduced
pressure to a wound typically involves the mechanical-like
contraction of the wound with simultaneous removal of
excess fluid. In this manner, reduced pressure treatment aug-
ments the body’s natural inflammatory process while allevi-
ating many of the known intrinsic side effects, such as the
production of edema caused by increased blood flow absent
the necessary vascular structure for proper venous return.

One important component of a reduced pressure treatment
system is the conduit system that connects the reduced pres-
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sure source (a vacuum pump, typically) to the tissue contact
components (a granular foam layer or other manifolding
device, typically) enclosed within a pad or wound dressing.
This reduced pressure conduit structure may include a more
complex multi-lumen structure in order to provide ancillary
conduits for monitoring and alternative treatment regimens.
The ability to maintain a clear, consistent, and leak-free con-
nection is important within an effective reduced pressure
treatment system. Various efforts have been made in the past
to provide suitable conduit configurations to effectively con-
nect the reduced pressure source to the tissue treatment site at
the wound bed.

Efforts to Maintain Conduit Connection Integrity

A variety of systems and devices are utilized in the veteri-
nary medicine environment to connect animal subjects to
medical instrumentation. In both research and treatment situ-
ations it is often necessary to connect electrical wires and
tubular conduit lines between stationary instrumentation and
the subject animal that is typically moving about an enclosure
when not sedated. The use of reduced pressure tissue treat-
ment regimens with animal subjects, both for research pur-
poses (i.e. to develop systems intended for human use) and for
veterinary systems intended for animal treatment, has
become more frequent. Such reduced pressure tissue treat-
ment systems are implemented on a variety of animals, large
and small, from mice and rats to rabbits and sheep.

Inherent in reduced pressure tissue treatment systems is the
use of a number of tubular conduit lines connecting the tissue
site on the subject animal to stationary instrumentation typi-
cally in the form of negative pressure sources and the associ-
ated fluid containers. With human patients, it is often possible
(although certainly not always possible) to insist upon
reduced mobility or even immobile conditions in order to
carry out the tissue treatment. With animal patients, this is of
course generally not possible at all unless the animal is
sedated. As the preference is to permit the tissue to heal over
a period of time, it is generally not practical to maintain
sedation of an animal to carry out either research or treatment
with reduced pressure application. The problems that arise
therefore in maintaining an effective connection between the
negative pressure instrumentation and the reduced pressure
treatment dressing can become complex. A direct connection
between the instrumentation and the wound dressing can
quickly become disabled with the movement of the subject
animal even within a relatively small enclosure. Typically the
movement includes not just side to side motion, but rotational
motion often in the form of walking circles around the enclo-
sure. A direct link therefore with tubing between the instru-
mentation and the wound site could never be maintained
without some rotationally moveable connection.

Efforts have been made in the past to provide swivel or
rotational connections between tubing or other liquid/gas
conduits between a patient or subject animal and the associ-
ated treatment instrumentation. Where the tubing is a single
lumen tube, this swivel connection generally need not be
complex. However, where multi-lumen tubing is utilized,
maintaining the structural simplicity of the connector
becomes more challenging. Many reduced pressure tissue
treatment systems do utilize multi-lumen tubing to carry out
a number of functions between the instrumentation and the
wound site. Typically a large primary lumen is used to con-
duct the reduced pressure to the wound site and thereby draw
out fluids and exudates from the wound bed. Ancillary to this
larger primary lumen are typically one or more (often four
radially spaced) smaller lumens that serve to provide a clear
path between the reduced pressure treatment instrumentation
and the wound site for the purpose of measuring pressure or
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carrying out other similar therapeutic functions. It is impor-
tant for these ancillary lumens to remain clear in order for
accurate pressure measurements to be made and the treatment
regimen to be carried out accurately. Many efforts have been
made to isolate the primary lumen from the ancillary lumens
in order to prevent the clogging or contamination of the
smaller ancillary lumens with fluids and solids being with-
drawn from the wound bed.

Some past efforts have focused on providing movable
instrumentation by positioning the reduced pressure treat-
ment equipment on an elevated turntable that freely rotates
above the animal enclosure and enjoys a direct connection
(without an inline swivel tubing connector) between the
instrumentation and the wound dressing. Such efforts clearly
suffer, however, from the complexities associated with main-
taining a turntable integrating all of the electronic and elec-
trical components necessary to carry out the reduced pressure
treatment regimens prescribed. In addition, such systems
generally work only for very large animal subjects as even
with the best support structures a greater force is required to
initiate the rotation of the entire instrument laden turntable.

A number of problems arise in attempting to provide a
swivel connector for a multi-lumen tube of the structure
described above. Initially, a certain level of complexity is
required in order to address the connections between more
than a single lumen, even where the ancillary lumens are
positioned radially outward from the primary lumen, as is
typically the case. The continuity of all lumens must be main-
tained through the swivel connection. An added concern,
however, is the increased risk of cross-contamination
between the larger primary lumen and the ancillary smaller
lumens that need to remain clear. Any leakage in the swivel
connector structure could cause fluids and solids to find their
way into the small ancillary lumens, thereby clogging those
lines and reducing or preventing the effectiveness of the
reduced pressure treatment system.

One further complication that arises as a result of the appli-
cation of such reduced pressure treatment systems to veteri-
nary environments is the wide range in animal size that the
systems must accommodate. In order to prevent cross-con-
tamination or leakage in general from a tubing connector, it is
necessary that the connector be sufficiently sealed. Providing
a tight seal, however, works contrary to the general require-
ment of providing an easily rotatable connection. The smaller
the subject animal involved, the more easily rotatable the
connection must be in order to be effective. Larger animals
and most human subjects may of course readily rotate a
tighter connection. Smaller animals and small children may
be wholly unable to rotate a tight connection, resulting in an
ineffective swivel connector.

There is a significant need therefore for a rotating or swivel
connector for use in conjunction with multi-lumen conduit of
the type typically utilized in reduced pressure tissue treatment
systems. It would be desirable if such a connector could
accommodate both large and small animals, as well as human
subjects, through an adjustment of the connection and there-
fore the rotational force required to turn the connection. In
addition, because such connectors often become points of
fluid and solid material deposits, it would be desirable if such
aconnector could be constructed of inexpensive and therefore
disposable material that would not require the connector to be
repeatedly cleaned between uses.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The problems presented by existing treatment systems are
solved by the systems and methods of the present invention.
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In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, an apparatus for connecting multi-lumen conduits is
provided. In such an embodiment, the apparatus comprises a
conduit adapter and a conduit collar. The conduit adapter may
include a housing, a bayonet connector, and a support mem-
ber connecting the housing and the bayonet connector. The
bayonet connector generally has a single bore extending
lengthwise through the connector, and optionally a conduit
stop that limits the extent to which the connector may be
inserted into a conduit. The support member includes at least
one aperture that permits fluid or gas communication through
the support member. The conduit collar has a first end and a
second end. The first end is sized for insertion into the hous-
ing, and the second end is adapted to receive a first multi-
lumen conduit. The housing is adapted to receive the first end
of'the conduit collar such that the bayonet connector engages
a primary lumen of the first multi-lumen conduit and the
primary lumen of the first multi-lumen conduit fluidly com-
municates with the bore. The housing also is adapted to
receive a second multi-lumen conduit such that the bayonet
connector engages a primary lumen of the second multi-
lumen conduit, and the primary lumen of the second multi-
lumen conduit fluidly communicates with the bore and the
primary lumen of the first multi-lumen conduit. The conduit
adapter and the conduit collar are capable of 360 degree
rotation relative to each other about an axis shared by the
conduit adapter and the conduit collar, while permitting fluid
communication between ancillary lumens of the first multi-
lumen conduit and the second multi-lumen conduit through
the aperture in the support member.

In still another embodiment of the present invention, a
swivel connector assembly for connecting multi-lumen con-
duits is provided. In such an embodiment the assembly com-
prises a connection collar having a first threaded section, a
first bulkhead positioned within the connection collar, a con-
duit adapter, a bearing collar having a second threaded sec-
tion, a spacer collar, a mounting plate, a shaft, a bearing
assembly, and a conduit collar. The conduit adapter comprises
a housing, a bayonet connector having a single bore and a
conduit stop, a support member connecting the housing and
the bayonet connector, and an aperture through the support
member. The spacer collar is positioned between the connec-
tion collar and the bearing collar, and the mounting plate
between the bearing collar and the connection collar. One end
of'the bearing assembly is coupled to the shaft. The threaded
section of the bearing collar is engaged with the threaded
section of the connection collar. A first end of the conduit
collar is positioned within the adapter and the second end of
the conduit collar is positioned within the shaft.

Other objects, features, and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent with reference to the draw-
ings and detailed description that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic, exploded side view having a portion
shown with hidden lines of a swivel connector assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention includ-
ing a conduit connector for receiving two multi-lumen con-
duits;

FIG. 2A is a schematic, cross-sectional view of a conduit
adapter of the swivel connector assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B is a schematic, end view of the conduit adapter
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3A is a schematic, longitudinal, exploded cross-sec-
tional view of a conduit collar;
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FIG. 3B is a schematic, cross-sectional side view of the
conduit collar of FIGS. 1 and 3A and a second multi-lumen
conduit inserted into the conduit adapter of FIGS. 1 and 2A
and having a first multi-lumen conduit inserted;

FIG. 4 is a schematic, side view of the assembled swivel
connector assembly of FIG. 1 positioned on a bracket assem-
bly with the multi-lumen conduits shown in cross section;

FIG. 5 is a schematic, exploded side view, with portion
shown in broken lines, of a swivel connector assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention, the
swivel connector assembly is shown with multi-lumen con-
duits in cross section;

FIG. 6 is a schematic side view, with a portion shown in
perspective view, of a reduced pressure treatment system
incorporating a swivel connector and bracket assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic side view, with a portion shown in
perspective view, of a reduced pressure treatment system
incorporating a swivel connector and a rotating adapter at a
dressing according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of the rotating
adapter of FIG. 7; and

FIG. 9 is an assembled cross-sectional side view of the
rotating adapter of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In the following detailed description of preferred embodi-
ments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration specific preferred embodiments in which the
invention may be practiced. These embodiments are
described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art
to practice the invention, and it is understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and that logical mechanical,
structural, and chemical changes may be made without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. To avoid
detail not necessary to enable those skilled in the art to prac-
tice the invention, the description may omit certain informa-
tion known to those skilled in the art. The following detailed
description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense,
and the scope of the present invention is defined only by the
appended claims.

A rotating swivel connector according to one embodiment
of the present invention is used in conjunction with multi-
lumen conduit, such as the type often used in reduced pres-
sure treatment systems. The connector assembly comprises a
conduit adapter and a conduit collar that mate two sections of
tubing together in a manner that allows for relatively free
rotation. Surrounding the conduit adapter and the conduit
collar are larger, threaded enclosure components that control
the relative, axial positioning of the conduit adapter and the
conduit collar, which serves to maintain a connection and
vary the level of force required to rotate the connection. A
group of “stationary components” position and hold a conduit
that typically extends from the instrumentation used in a
reduced pressure treatment system. A second group of com-
ponents, generally characterized as “rotational components,”
include a rotational bearing assembly that is attached to a
rotating shaft that grips and positions the conduit collar,
which is attached to a conduit connected to a subject animal or
human patient (at the tissue site). The assembly may be modi-
fied to accommodate significant variations in the size of the
subject animal or the human patient. The basic components
allow the user to vary the tightness of the connection, and
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therefore the ease with which the connection swivels or
rotates, by rotating one threaded enclosure component into or
out from a second threaded enclosure component, thereby
varying the amount of rotational friction between the conduit
adapter and the conduit collar.

Referring to FIG. 1, a swivel connector assembly 5 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention includes sta-
tionary components 10 and rotational components 12. In FIG.
1, a section of multi-lumen conduit 14 is connected between
the swivel connector assembly 5 and the reduced pressure
treatment system instrumentation (as shown in FIGS. 6 and
7). A second conduit 16 extends from the swivel connector
assembly 5 to a subject animal or patient, or more specifically,
to a dressing positioned on the subject. In general, an axial
line indicated in dashed and dotted format in FIG. 1 repre-
sents the axis of assembly and symmetry around which these
generally cylindrical components are placed and connected.

The stationary components 10 may include a bulkhead 18,
which receives the conduit 14 through a central passage 19.
The bulkhead 18 is positioned within and is rigidly connected
to a connection collar 20, which is generally stationary with
respect to the reduced pressure treatment system instrumen-
tation and which forms a first half of two threaded enclosure
components. In certain embodiments, the connection collar
20 may be a PVC component of the type typically used to
connect a PVC pipe section to a female (threaded) iron pipe
(FIP) section. The connection collar 20 includes a threaded
section that allows adjustability of the swivel connector. The
threaded section is preferably internal to the connection collar
20.

The stationary components 10 may further include a con-
duit adapter 22, which is attached to conduit 14 only after
conduit 14 has passed through the central passage 19 of the
bulkhead 18. The conduit 14 typically is press-fit into the
conduit adapter 22. A set screw 23 or other fastener may
secure the conduit adapter 22 within the central passage 19 of
the bulkhead 18. Likewise, a plurality of set screws (3 or 4 in
certain embodiments) may secure the bulkhead 18 within the
connection collar 20, one of which is seen in the orientation of
FIG. 1. Alternatively, either the central passage 19 or the
conduit adapter 22 may be tapered so that conduit adapter 22
is rigidly fixed in the bulkhead 18 when pressed into position.

Forming the second half of the two threaded enclosure
components, connectable to the connection collar 20, is a
bearing collar 26. In one embodiment, the bearing collar 26 is
constructed in the manner of a PVC adapter of the type that
connects a PVC pipe to a male (threaded) iron pipe (MIP)
fitting. A spacer collar 24 may be positioned around the
threads of bearing collar 26 in order to control the tightness of
the connection and the seal between the internal conduit
adapter 22 and a conduit collar 30. Also among the stationary
components 10 is a snap ring 28, which may be compressed
inward and then released to fit within a slot 29 positioned in
the bearing collar 26 once the rotational components 12 (de-
scribed in detail below) have been installed therein. Also
shown in conjunction with the stationary components 10 is a
mounting plate 36, positioned between the connection collar
20 and the bearing collar 26. A large central aperture receives
the threaded section of the bearing collar 26 and permits the
threaded rotation of the bearing collar 26 into or out of the
connection collar 20, as described. The mounting plate 36
may include a plurality of peripheral bolt holes to attach the
plate, and thus the swivel connector assembly 5, to a bracket
or the like associated with an animal enclosure. Typically, the
mounting of the swivel connector assembly 5 would be in a
position above an animal on the top of an enclosure or on a
bracket extending from the top edge of a wall of the enclosure.
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The conduit adapter 22 is secured within the combination
of the stationary components 10 and attached to the conduit
14 through the bulkhead 18. The geometry of the conduit
adapter 22 and the conduit collar 30 are coaxially aligned
within the enclosure components when the enclosure compo-
nents are fixed in place, as described. The tightness with
which the conduit adapter 22 and the conduit collar 30 are
mated is controlled in part by the degree to which the bearing
collar 26 is threaded into the connection collar 20. The con-
nection collar 20, the bearing collar 26, and the spacer collar
24 are preferably constructed of PVC material. The bulkhead
18 is preferably constructed from a cylindrical block of poly-
oxymethylene plastic sold under the trademark DELRIN.

The rotational components 12 may include the conduit
collar 30, a first shaft member 32, and a portion of a bearing
assembly 34. The bearing assembly 34 may include one or
more bearing sets 35 (two shown in FIG. 1). Each bearing set
35 generally includes an inner race (not shown) and an outer
race 39, separated by ball bearings, roller bearings, or other
beatings. The inner race of each bearing set 35 is positioned
on a second shaft member 37, which includes a flanged end
38. The multi-lumen conduit 16 passes through the second
shaft member 37 and the first shaft member 32 to a point
where it press-fits into the conduit collar 30. This combina-
tion of the multi-lumen conduit 16 and the conduit collar 30 is
positioned within a central bore 33 of the first shaft member
32, and may be fixed there with a set screw 23 or other fastener
through a drilled aperture in shaft 32, as shown. The first shaft
member 32 is positioned onto the second shaft member 37,
and likewise may be rigidly fixed thereto with a set screw 23
or other fastener through the drilled aperture in shaft 32.
Alternatively, the second shaft member 37 may be extended
and manufactured to include the central bore 33, such that a
separate first shaft member 32 is not necessary. If the first
shaft member 32 and the second shaft 37 member are manu-
factured as separate components, the first shaft member 32 is
preferably constructed from a cylindrical block of polyoxym-
ethylene plastic sold under the trademark DELRIN, and is
generally of sufficient length to extend through the bearing
collar 26 so that conduit collar 30 may be inserted into conduit
adapter 22 when the components are assembled.

The bearing assembly 34 provides a heavy duty, rotatable
assembly that receives the multi-lumen conduit 16. As men-
tioned above, the axial alignment and assembly of the entire
set of components (both stationary and rotating) is generally
indicated by the axial line shown in FIG. 1. The snap ring 28
is withdrawn from this linear arrangement of components
until such time as the assembly of rotating components 12 is
inserted into the stationary components 10, whereafter the
snap ring 28 is put into place and serves to hold the entire
assembly of rotating components 12, and in particular the
bearing assembly 34, within the enclosure established by the
stationary components 10. As additional protection for the
multi-lumen conduit 16, a flexible metal sheath (not shown),
such as of a BX Cable type, may encapsulate the conduit 16
and be attached to the flanged end 38 of the shaft 37. The
flexible sheath extends from the swivel connector to a dress-
ing (or harness) positioned on a subject animal or patient.
Such a sheath rotates with the conduit 16 and the rotational
components 12. The sheath protects the conduit 16 from
being damaged by chewing or other activity by the animal or
patient, and also transmits rotational force from the dressing
to the swivel connector 5.

The conduit adapter 22 and the conduit collar 30 mate
together loosely in a manner described in more detail below,
but are held in position against each other by the structural
geometry of the components and the enclosure shown. The
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degree of insertion of the conduit collar 30 into the conduit
adapter 22 determines the tightness of the seal between the
conduit 14 and the conduit 16. An o-ring 42 within the conduit
adapter 22 mates with an end surface 45 of the conduit collar
30 when the conduit collar 30 is inserted within the conduit
adapter 22. The amount of force exerted by the conduit collar
30 on the o-ring 42 determines the ease with which the con-
duit collar 30 rotates within the conduit adapter 22. This force
may be increased by tightening the threaded connection
between the bearing collar 26 and the connection collar 20.
Similarly, the force applied by the conduit collar 30 to the
o-ring 42 may be decreased by loosening the threaded con-
nection between the bearing collar 26 and the connection
collar 20.

The bearing assembly 34 permits the rotational compo-
nents 12 to rotate freely but for the frictional contact between
the o-ring 42 and the conduit collar 30. Turning the bearing
collar 26 with respect to the connection collar 20 to tighten the
swivel connector assembly 5 increases the friction between
the o-ring 42 and the conduit collar 30, and thereby reduces
the ease with which the swivel connector assembly 5 turns.
Conversely, turning the bearing collar 26 to loosen the swivel
connector assembly increases the ease with which the swivel
connector assembly 5 turns. While it is desired that the rota-
tional components 12 rotate easily within the stationary com-
ponents 10, the conduit collar 30 must engage the o-ring 42
with enough force to maintain a seal between the conduit
collar 30 and the conduit adapter 22. To lessen the frictional
force between the conduit collar 30 and the o-ring 42, a
lubricant is preferably applied to the o-ring 42.

The internal structure of the conduit adapter 22 and the
conduit collar 30, shown in greater detail in FIGS. 2A, 2B,
3A, and 3B, allow fluid communication between ancillary
lumens in the multi-lumen conduits 14 and 16 without inter-
ruption and without cross contamination with the primary
lumen. As shown in FIG. 2A, the conduit adapter 22 includes
abayonet connector 40 having a bore 48, a housing 41, and a
support member 43. The support member 43 provides a gen-
erally rigid connection between the housing 41 and the bayo-
net connector 40. One or more apertures 44 penetrate the
support member 43. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
2A, the support member 43 has a width that is thin relative to
the length of the bayonet connector 40 and the housing 41.
Alternatively, though, the support member 43 may have any
configuration that maintains the position of the bayonet con-
nector relative to the housing 41 while permitting fluid com-
munication through the support member 43. The bayonet
connector 40 penetrates and engages the primary lumens of
the conduit 14 and the conduit 16. A conduit stop 46 limits the
penetration of the bayonet connector 40 into the conduit 14 so
as to maintain a cavity between the conduit 14 and the aper-
ture 44. The conduit stop 46 also may limit the penetration of
the bayonet connector 40 into the conduit 16. Alternatively,
the bayonet connector 40 may be tapered to limit the penetra-
tion into the conduit 14 and the conduit 16. The bayonet
connector 40, the housing 41, and the support member 43 may
be manufactured as a single integrated component, or as
separate components that are subsequently assembled. The
o-ring 42 is positioned to provide an appropriate seal to iso-
late the ancillary lumens of the conduit 16 from the external
environment when the conduit adapter 22 and the conduit
collar 30 are assembled. A second o-ring (not shown) may
optionally be positioned in the interior of the conduit adapter
22 on the side of the support member 43 opposite the o-ring
42 to further seal the ancillary lumens of the conduit 14 from
the external environment.
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FIG. 2B illustrates one embodiment of the peripheral aper-
tures 44 in the conduit adapter 22 that permit fluid commu-
nication between the ancillary lumens of the multi-lumen
conduits 14 and 16.

A cross-section of the conduit collar 30 is shown in FIG.
3A, aligned with the multi-lumen conduit 16. An external
surface 50 of the conduit collar 30 is sufficiently smooth to
allow the conduit collar 30 to rotate within the conduit adapter
22. The internal bore 52 of the conduit collar 30 is sized to
accommodate the press-fit insertion of the conduit 16, which
generally includes a primary lumen 595 and ancillary lumens
56a and 56b. A conduit stop 53 limits the penetration of the
conduit 16 into the conduit collar 30, leaving a gap between
opening 55 and the end of the conduit 16. It should be noted
that some variation in the depth with which the conduit collar
30 may be inserted into the conduit adapter 22 allows for
similar variations in the tightness of the overall swivel con-
nection.

FIG. 3B is a cross-section of an assembly comprising the
conduit 14, the conduit adapter 22, the conduit collar 30, and
the conduit 16. The conduit 14 is pressed into position in the
conduit adapter 22 so that the primary lumen 594 engages the
bayonet connector 40. The conduit 16 is pressed into the
conduit collar 30, which is pressed into the end of the conduit
adapter 22 so that the primary lumen 595 engages the bayonet
connector 40 on the end opposite the conduit 14. Moreover,
the conduit stop 46 (or the taper of bayonet connector 40)
prevents the conduit 14 from contacting the support member
43. Consequently, there is a cavity between the ancillary
lumens 58a and 586 and the apertures 44 in the support
member 43. Likewise, the conduit collar 30 prevents the
conduit 16 from contacting the support member 44, leaving a
cavity between the ancillary lumens 56a and 565 and the
apertures 44. The cavity on each side of the apertures 44
permits fluid communication between the ancillary lumens
via the apertures 44, regardless of the relative orientation of
the conduits 14 and 16.

FIG. 4 provides an example of the manner in which a
swivel connector assembly may be mounted over or on top of
an enclosure or the like. A bracket frame 60 receives and
retains a mounting bracket 36 as shown. The frame 60 pro-
vides a variety of mounting apertures to position and secure
the frame and the swivel connector to some part of the enclo-
sure 62.

Reference is finally made to FIG. 5 for a brief description
of an alternate embodiment of the invention, sized and dimen-
sioned to be suitable for use in conjunction with smaller
animal subjects. The basic principles of the previously
described embodiment are retained in the assembly 70 shown
in FIG. 5 with commensurate reductions in size and weight to
a number of the components.

The conduit adapter 22 and the conduit collar 30 of the
connector assembly are the same as in the previous descrip-
tion, as are the conduits 14 and 16. Wire wound conduit shield
82 is provided in this embodiment to cover the length of the
conduit 16 that extends from the swivel connector to the
subject animal. The rotating components of the embodiment
shown comprise the conduit 16, the conduit shield 82, the
conduit collar 30, the shaft 74, and the bearing assembly 76.
The shaft 74 retains the conduit shield 82 by way of a set
screw 23 or other fastener, and thereby retains the conduit
collar 30 attached to the conduit 16. The shaft 74 and the
bearing assembly 76 may be a unitary component or separate
components. The bearing assembly 76 is secured (by way of
the stationary exterior portion of the bearing) within the bear-
ing collar 78.
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The stationary components of this alternative embodiment
include the bearing collar 78, the bulkhead 72, the conduit
adapter 22, and the conduit 14. As in the previously described
embodiment, the conduit adapter 22 is press-fit onto the con-
duit 14 after the conduit 14 has passed through a central bore
in the bulkhead 72. These two components are then secured
within bulkhead 72 by way of a set screw 23 or other fastener,
as shown. A mounting bracket 80 is independently attached to
the bearing collar 78, rather than included in the threaded
assembly described above. This may be accomplished by
either attaching the bracket 80 to the bearing collar 78 by way
of'screws or bolts or by clamping the bearing collar 78 within
a mounting frame (not shown) that is itself attached to the
mounting bracket 80. The bracket 80 has a central aperture to
permit the passage of the combination of the conduit shield 82
and the conduit 16.

Operation of the embodiment shown in FIG. 5 is similar to
that described above. The components shown serve to posi-
tion the conduit adapter 22 and the conduit collar 30 such that
upon assembly of the swivel connector they align and engage
to complete the conduit connection. The use of the described
embodiment only in conjunction with a smaller sized animal
subject reduces the need for variation in the tightness of the
seal and therefore of the rotational freedom of the swivel.
Some variation may be achieved by varying the specific
placement of the set screws involved in the assembly of the
device, but is not generally required in practice. As with the
first described embodiment, the swivel may be mounted to an
enclosure (not shown) or the like, preferably in a vertical
orientation with the combination of the conduit shield 82 and
the conduit 16 being directed to an animal subject from above.

FIG. 6 illustrates a swivel connector in conjunction with a
reduced pressure treatment system. The swivel connector 64
is positioned within a bracket frame 60, which is in turn
secured to an elevated support structure 62 as described
above. The conduit 14 connects to the reduced pressure treat-
ment system instrumentation 90, which comprises an effluent
collection container 94, a reduced pressure pump 96, and
monitoring instrumentation 98. These instrumentation com-
ponents are connected to the conduit 14 by way of a manifold
connector 92 in a manner known in the art. The combination
of'the reduced pressure treatment instrumentation 90 and the
swivel connector assembly comprise the stationary compo-
nents of the overall reduced pressure treatment system.

The movable components of the reduced pressure treat-
ment system begin at the swivel connector 64 and extend
towards an animal subject or human patient by way of the
conduit 16. The conduit 16 connects to the tissue treatment
site, typically through a dressing 100 as shown. In FIG. 6, the
dressing 100 comprises a granulated foam material 102 posi-
tioned within the tissue, with an adapter 104 positioned in a
centralized location on the foam material 102. An adhesive
drape 106 is typically placed over the foam 102, but allows for
passage through to the adapter 104. The conduit 16 connects
the dressing 100 to the swivel connector 64 in a manner that
permits the generally free movement (rotation) of the conduit
16 below the swivel connector. In the case of animal subjects
it may be necessary to position the dressing 100 within a
harness that immobilizes the conduit 16 on the animal subject
and transfers the required motion up to the swivel connector
64. Similar, although typically less substantial, patient con-
duit immobilizing measures may be taken with human sub-
jects as well, in order to direct the rotational motion up to the
swivel connector 64, which is designed to accommodate such
motion. In this manner, the system of the present invention
allows for the maintenance of the integrity of the conduit
connecting the reduced pressure treatment instrumentation
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90 with the tissue treatment site while permitting greater
freedom of motion for the animal subject or human patient.

FIG. 7 discloses an alternate arrangement of the system
shown generally in FIG. 6 with the substitution of a rotating
adapter 108 coupled to the dressing 100. The components the
adapter 108 may be configured to allow the rotation of the
port connection 110 with respect to the dressing 100 as
shown. In this manner, some of the required motion (rotation)
may be accommodated by the adapter 108, and some of the
motion transferred to the swivel connector 64. The result is
even greater freedom of motion with less force required given
the additional location of rotational movement.

Reference is finally made to FIGS. 8 and 9 for a description
of'the configuration of the rotating adapter 108 shown in FIG.
7. The rotating adapter 108 shown in FIG. 8 employs a hard
plastic inner core that forms a bearing surface to enable a
rubber o-ring to seal against it and also to enable the bearing
surface to slide past with relatively low friction. Bonded to the
hard plastic inner core is a soft thermoplastic or elastomeric
polymer that acts as a protective and cushioning cover. FIGS.
8 and 9 show the various circular ring components that go
together to make up the rotating adapter 108. A top rotating
PVC component 110 covers a top ABS insert ring 114, which
is surrounded by a rubber o-ring 116. A bottom ABS insert
ring 118 is shown that holds o-ring 116 captive between it and
the top ABS insert 114. Each of these rings is then fitted
within the bottom PVC ring 112, which contacts with the
dressing 100.

FIG. 9 discloses the same components of the rotating
adapter 108 described above as they would be assembled and
thereby shows in clearer detail the manner in which the com-
ponents interlock and rotate with or against each other. In this
view, the captive o-ring 116 is also shown to provide a proper
seal for the internal reduced pressure chamber formed by the
rotating adapter 108. In this view it is also clear how the
internal features and elements in the port opening are config-
ured to appropriately position the reduced pressure treatment
conduits at the dressing 100 regardless of the rotational ori-
entation of the conduit connected to the adapter 108.

Once again, however, in either of the embodiments shown
in FIGS. 6 & 7, the system allows for the maintenance of the
integrity of the conduit connecting the reduced pressure treat-
ment instrumentation 90 with the tissue site while permitting
greater freedom of motion for an animal subject or human
patient.

Although the invention has been described in terms of the
foregoing preferred embodiments, this description has been
provided by way of explanation only, and is not intended to be
construed as a limitation of the invention. Those skilled in the
art will recognize modifications that might accommodate
specific animal subjects, human patients, and tissue healing
environments. Such modifications as to size, geometry, and
even system configuration, where such modifications are
merely coincidental to the animal subject, the human patient,
to the type of tissue, or to the type of treatment being applied,
do not necessarily depart from the spirit and scope of the
invention.

We claim:

1. A reduced pressure treatment system comprising:

a first multi-lumen conduit;

a second multi-lumen conduit;

a reduced pressure pump fluidly connected to the first

multi-lumen conduit;

a collection container fluidly connected to the first multi-

lumen conduit;

monitoring instrumentation fluidly connected to the first

multi-lumen conduit;
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a swivel connector having a stationary component and a
rotational component, the stationary component
coupled to the first multi-lumen conduit and the rota-
tional component comprising a bearing assembly
coupled to the second multi-lumen conduit;

a dressing coupled to the second multi-lumen conduit.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a flexible
sheath coupled to the rotational component of the swivel
connector and encapsulating the second multi-lumen conduit.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the swivel connector
comprises:

a bulkhead;

a conduit adapter positioned within the bulkhead, the con-
duit adapter comprising a housing, a bayonet connector
having a bore and a conduit stop, a support member
connecting the housing and the bayonet connector, and
an aperture through the support member;

a bearing collar rigidly fixed to the bulkhead;

a shaft;

and

a conduit collar having a first end and a second end, the first
end positioned within the conduit adapter and the second
end positioned within the shaft;

wherein the bearing assembly is fixed to the shaft and
positioned within the bearing collar.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the swivel connector

comprises:

a connection collar having an internally threaded section,
the connection collar rigidly fixed to the bulkhead; and

an externally threaded section within the bearing collar;

wherein the externally threaded section of the bearing col-
lar is engaged with the internally threaded section of the
connection collar.

5. The system of claim 4, the swivel connector comprising

a mounting plate between the bearing collar and the connec-
tion collar.

6. The system of claim 4, the swivel connector comprising
a spacer collar between the connection collar and the bearing
collar.

7. The system of claim 2, wherein the swivel connector
comprises:

a bulkhead;

a conduit adapter positioned within the bulkhead, the con-
duit adapter comprising a housing, a bayonet connector
having a bore and a conduit stop, a support member
connecting the housing and the bayonet connector, and
an aperture through the support member;

a bearing collar having a first threaded section, wherein the
bearing assembly is positioned within the bearing collar;

a connection collar rigidly fixed to the bulkhead, the con-
nection collar having a second threaded section mated to
the first threaded section of the bearing collar;

a spacer collar between the connection collar and the bear-
ing collar;

a mounting plate between the bearing collar and the con-
nection collar;

a shaft fixed to the bearing assembly;

a conduit collar having a first end and a second end, the first
end positioned within the conduit adapter and the second
end positioned within the shaft.

8. The system of claim 1, further comprising a rotating
adapter attached to the dressing and coupled to the second
multi-lumen conduit.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the swivel connector
comprises:

a bulkhead; and

a conduit adapter positioned within the bulkhead.
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10. The system of claim 9, wherein the conduit adapter

comprises:

a housing;

a bayonet connector having a bore and a conduit stop;

a support member connecting the housing and the bayonet
connector; and

an aperture through the support member.

11. A reduced pressure treatment system comprising:

a first multi-lumen conduit;

a reduced pressure pump fluidly connected to the first
multi-lumen conduit;

a collection container fluidly connected to the first multi-
lumen conduit;

monitoring instrumentation fluidly connected to the first
multi-lumen conduit;

a swivel connector having a stationary component and a
rotational component, the stationary component
coupled to the first multi-lumen conduit, wherein the
swivel connector comprises:

a bulkhead, and
a conduit adapter positioned within the bulkhead;

a second multi-lumen conduit having a first end coupled to
the rotational component of the swivel connector; and

a dressing coupled to a second end of the second multi-
lumen conduit.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the conduit adapter

comprises:

a housing;

a bayonet connector having a bore and a conduit stop;

a support member connecting the housing and the bayonet
connector; and

an aperture through the support member.
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